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' For nearly. 1 “quartet of a century, our “people . have: been: E34 
bis forward with anxious solicitude for the construction o 70 
a Rail Road from the waters of Puget Sound to Lake Superior. plis 
The route for sucha road was surveyed by the first Governor of ++ ^ > 
‘this Territory, General Isaac `I. Stevens, during the ‘year -one - ee 
‘thousand eight hundred and fifty-three. Oii the second day of. ا‎ 
J July, one thousand’ eight hundred and sixty-four, a.charter was E. P 
* granted by Congress to «the, N orthern Pacific Railroad Company,- " 
to con&truet a railroad from a. point.on Lake Superior i in the; |o 


3 3 


State of Wisconsin.or:Minnesota in a westerly direction to some , - 


"point on Puget Sound, with a branch -via -the valley of thé Co- > ~~ 
5 حلط سسا‎ River, to a poit At or near Portland. in the- State. of... 
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LE dese rer "By an’ amendment to "the" هل‎ Pec con ET 
"^^ thirty-first day of May, one thousand eight hundred dnd seventy 
. the Company was authorized tà construct its inain-road to sine’ 
- `. point on Puget'Sound via the valley: of the Columbia: Rivera 
with the right to construct a branch from some “convenient 
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` “branch, a 4 ritun{ficerit grant ‘of land was wide i to it, amountingd 
-to sixty millions of acres; the estimated value” of which hag 
been stated. by the Company to be one hundred and fifty millions’ 
vo ef dollars. "More than thirteen years have elapsed. since that 
J ‘unexampled-ataté. of; financial prosperity éxisted throughout, the E 
- - nation. At tlie present time only five hundred and. fifty-five’ 
' miles'of road has been completed. Four hundred and fifty قد‎ 
^ . the Eastern division: andone hundred and fivein ‘the Western. 
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It is uniieceésary to refer. fo-the'many causes which havel 
. operated to delay the comipletion of this roàd..- If mistakes haveg 
been made, we can at least entertain the hope that in the futuréy 
“governed by the experience of the past, they may be ‘avoided 
During thefirst session of’ the ast ‘Congress; a‘ Dill was intro% 
‘duced into thé Senate; granting. an extension. of ten years’ times 
. for the completion of the-road. “It was -subsequently ‘amended, 1 
by confining the extension to the main line.. At-that time thé T 
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" opinion generally.: PE that the Company, had eee 
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5 E : made when Conia وی و‎ ۳ ۳ T 
E ae Our Territory is vitally: inferested in ‘this agna ons Thai 
. our advancement i in wealth-and population depends to à great? 
2° .* (degree upon eóntinüoüs rail road corhinunteation-witht the Eas! 1 
' has been so often demonstrated that 1 refr ain from-even a recapi 
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tuition ‘of. the: -bonêfits which: "We vil deii ive, aeon i ki مر‎ 
` 4herefare, manifestly. f for the’ interest of, hierTertitory; and also: 5 Gree: 
‘of those Territories ‘ying: between: us: ‘and the, Missoni- River, ^ É kd c 
> to.aid arid assist ‘the Northern. Pacific Railroad. Conipany. لاه وا‎ 22 
legitimate means.and to thé ‘extent of.onr : ability in obtaining: .- P4 
‘an extension - of time., On. - thig. point^I think there will be ` eH : 
substantial agreement, inopinion, bit there aré j several subsidiary bc Po 
questions growing ont; of the main. proposition, zin. which we` lc 


also haye.a deep irtérest, and Lin regard to which. different views, UA UN 
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And firat, should an ‘extension, of fen yeaa, 'or- any: other. e T‏ : 
"m of time. “be granted without: dinposing any conditions up: - Nos i‏ 
on’ the: Conipany 1 - After 8 very careful: consideration of: di AL‏ 
gubjéet, I have arrived at tlie ‘conclusion that certain, conditions” us Ane‏ . - 
aré indispensably nécessary, and that no’ -éxtensión;should be °°‏ 
gfanted^without i imposing them.- The: request for an "extension der‏ ` 
of ten years must necessarily: : bebased upon 8 an implied proinise - T D - T‏ 
“or obligation on- the part of the Company | to. ‘complete t} the’ road ^.‏ 
within that period, and no valid reason cán be assigned | ‘against -‏ 
“making. this implied obligation an. express'one and compelling .‏ 
the Company not. only to complete the road within the extended mE‏ 
+ د period, but to construct.annually a certain number of miles “of‏ 
road, both iû its Eastern'and, Western divisions. Without this, 20 D ۱‏ 
aba glance it will be geeh hát at the expiration of ten years ۱ OF oj o5‏ ۱ 
other period of time which may, be: 2 anted, the road may; bedo‏ , 
neater completion than it 18 ‘to-day: - "oM T 3 = 1 PN‏ 
If the Northern Pacific: Railroad Company | has no* "Téncon- AM ۱‏ "| 
able expectation’ of completing the road within ten years; “then - 2 NE‏ 
declare this fact and Surrender back to the" gov E $‏ ما it is its duty‏ 
lad . '.-‏ مه ernment, ofto" "transfer. to some other Company its’‏ 
grant exeépt. tlint portion to, which it ie entitled by reason. of the n‏ 
construction. of a part'of the road. The grant was not Emde: to rÍ‏ 


“i enrich a few individuals, but for the ‘benefit of ‘the whole 1 nation, Di 
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3 Another éondition: which should -be imposed , is ‘that ‘the LEE. 
, Company should not be permitted t to charge í for its lands, more tr 
^ than, the maximuin of. two, dollars, and fy. ‘cents per acre, ex 
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cept for coal: lands; “Many. reasons might be urged ivan: 01 E 
this. limitation, but I shall refer mainly to those which show tha! t 


' ‘Should the price of. railroad lands be fixed at themaximum 1 
ren by the government, thé sales of ‘lands ill be largely 7 
augmented." The policy heretoforé: pursued, / retarded ‘set- 8 


udüs thereto.- Within the land-grant of this Compaiiy betweerg | 
Puget Soumd-and Lake Superior, there is an ‘immense area off 
unsurpassed: agricultaral and. grazing land,: a large portion: 0 ۳ 
which is in-this Territory. Many. .yeàrs- must elapse before 


the settler is in a great measure precluded from occupying anys 


ments which may- -when the lines of survey are extended be 
found. to be on the lánds of the Company, and instead of secure 
ing, as he desires and intends to do, a homestead or pre-émption# 


cupied- Jandé should be settled upon and improved, and the peo 
le are anxious to-develop one of the finest regions for the متس‎ 
duction of. all the cereals which is on the continent. All these! 


| 
ment and railroad lands at the same rate per acre. - From these 
conéiderations alone if no others existed, I feel confident. tha 3 
the best intére&ts of the Company, of the government and - thi vs 
railroad and: government lands. ‘The present is the opportune, 
time to impose’ "this" condition npon, the ~Company. "Thé.land ۳1 
are now free from incunibrances. “It could tiot have been don B 
while the lands were ineumbéred by: a mortgage, neither can it 8 


- be done i in the fature should ‘they be again 80 o inguinbered. | 


i ep best interests of the Company will bé advanced thereby: : 


: tlement, hot only on failroad, but on government land contig. 


` these lands will be surveyed by the government. At presen 


‘of those unsnrveyed lands. - He is unwilling to make improve- i 


claim, he-may be compelled to pay the Company double or uer 


“trathe for thé road. The government isdesirous that all unoc- i 
aa desirable results can be promoted by fixing the price of govern E 


* . people will be subserved by establishing equality ‘of price for'g 
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State of Oregon the Western terminus of the main line, tode ^ . 5 
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- that could berun between the Atlantic and the Pacific... This ^ - 


A railroad. across ; the. Cascade "Mountains; connecting. thé 7 T 
together in. business and; other relations and, would greatly. f facil. - - 
itate the mutual interchange. of the various. dissimilar. produc: B 0D 


. line of the Northern, Pacific Railroad, if it had been constructed- ^. ^ 


ent that this moveniént i is not ‘designed to promote the interests ` 


- Puget Sound is the only proper Western terminus, for wot 
, Northérn transcontinental road. “This has been -recognized- by 5 
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: : Eastern portion. of our Territory with Puget Sound would’ beot” 
incalculable bénefit ‘to our people; . -It would bind -then: .elesely ~- 


‘tions of. the two. sections. . It will be revollectéd ‘that the i fnain 


in “accordance with the terms of the ‘original charter; : from Lake! 

Superior to Puget Sound, would. have givén us this connection. 

The route of-the main line Was however changed to, the valley: -~ 

- of the Columbia River, and thence to Puget Sound. with, per-- 
mission to the Company to’ construet a branch: road. _across- tlie - 
Cascade Mountains to.Puget Sound. We have. no „assurance; ` 
that Tam aware of, that the N orthern Pacific Railroad Compaiiy - - 
‘will ever construct the branch road. . What the intention of ,the 
Company is in. this respect: we are not informed; but ‘whatever’ ` 

- the Confpany. may intend to do, itis quite probable that efforts 

. Will be made in the next Congress to make Portland in, ‘the 


m 


‘prive the Company of the lands granted for the ,eonstruction of - 
- ` the ‘branch, restore them to the public domain aud, on this, basé. 
.& claim for a grant of land to aid another Company in the. con- 
_ struction of a road to connect the city of Portland in the State 
of Oregon with the Union Pacific Railroad. Jt must’ be appa 


_ of Washington. Territory and it should receive- no countenance 
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or support from. us. t4 07 > 


< Congress, by the Railroad: Company and by the American peo- - 
: “ple for many years. The most powerful argument urged to ob. .- 
tain the. original land grant and to effect a sale of the bonds-of 
e the company was, that the route :of the road. was the shortest 
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« favorable featuré-was:in.a measure destroyed by changing the 
sain line to the valley of the Columbia River and -thenve to - 
Puget Sound, thus 8 adding t two hundred and twenty-five 1 miles. 
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land-grant for the branch is restored ‘to the public’ domain, 
structed. je 18 NN. 
Should this:be the case; 'and the sealord P of the : 
main line be established at- Portland, the original désign>will be 
absolutely. frustrated, and we will receive a lien to our advance. 
ment and a blow will be struck. a£ our prosperity, from which we 
will not recover during the present : Century. - The’ need for the 


branch road is greater to-day than ever before. “TE it was feasi- 
ble in the past, it is now. Let; then, the Northern Pacific. Rail- 


Let the time for its completion be exténded, coupled with the 
conditions before referred to, as to-the price of land and annual 


cute the work under those conditions, the land grant should be 
transferred to the Territory, or to'somé other; Company which 


grant as an aid, there is sufficient ability and enterprise within 
our own Territory to construet the road within any reasonable 
“time which may be prescribed. by Congress.- 


This very | important subject is submitted to your sondera 
tion, with the s suggestion that Congress be memorialized, and. 
the delegate from the Territory be instructed, in relation thereto.: 
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P 3 ۹ CONCLUSION. . Pe T 


Permit me in conclusion to express my ‘sincere desire ‘hati 
‘harmony may- characterize our official intercourse; and thag 
when-our respective labors are concluded; they may merit andi 


v 


. Olympia, October 3, 1877. =: : 


NU, 


-to o'the "length of the road. The. conatrantion 7 the branci 
. across the ‘Cascade Mountains will still "however give the directs 
° railroad ;eómmuüieation: originally contemplated. But if the’ 


road Company construct 8 road across the ‘mountains, if it will. 
construction. Should, however, the Coinpany refuse to 7 


E complete thè'work. And I feel assured that, with the Jand 


` many years will OBI eu before -the petal be con: ' 
ra 


recéive the approbation of our fellow citizens. 
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